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Creating a series of fifty oil paintings in less than two years is no easy task. Fortunate for
HKUST, the renowned painter Chen Keng has set this goal for himself and we all share and
celebrate his achievement in this exhibition My Heart is Flying.

Flying has always been a dream of humankind. Thanks to incessant experiments and
breakthroughs following the Industrial Revolution, this dream came true a little more than a
century ago. While the success of aviation relies heavily on the work of scientists, engineers,
and entrepreneurs, artists and many others have also offered plenty of imagination and
enthusiasm along the way. Chen proves this with My Heart is Flying.
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Chen looks into the history of flying, digging into the wisdom and imagination of humankind
of the past five thousand years. He examines the idea of flying across time, religions,
civilizations and disciplines, drawing inspirations from the greatest thinkers and literature
traditions of the East and the West. All of these remind us of the humanistic and
metaphysical side of any technological advancement, and the reason why we have been
able to make those achievements.

Living in the 21st century, we are confronted with more challenges than ever. The history of

flying has taught us that the contemplation of the impossible precipitates the possible,

dreams come before reality, and the arts have always been and are an indispensable part

of science and technology. This timely exhibition at HKUST provides us with the most

beautiful illustrations for one of the greatest achievement of humankind and highlights the

ideal of our University in the new era: contributing to the humankind through ceaseless

innovation and creativity. As a fellow aerospace engineering and science professional,

| salute Mr. Chen for his creativity, optimism and spirit!

Jointly presented by HKUST Center for the Arts,

Professor Wei Shyy Lee Shau Kee Library, and Publishing Technology Center
FERBRABETRD - FIEESEEE W REMTPOBS X

President, The Hong Kong University of Science and Technology http://library ust hk/exhibitions/chen-keng/
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My Heart is Flying

When we gaze at the distant stars, we are actually
looking up at our eternal home.

Faced with the vast cosmos, human beings always
ponder upon the ultimate questions: Where are we
from? Where are we going?

This painting series is inspired by the dream of flying of
mankind, and envisions the ultimate return of goodness
and beauty to the liberated soul.

Dare to believe that in the deep and vast universe, there
certainly live some free people, where the sky is
eternally open, and the world is completely free.

This is a delightful creative process, rational at times and emotional at others. | strived to be
more fluid and precise in expressing my thoughts in pursuit of perfection.

Techniques can speak accurately for the artist, allowing figural transformation between
reality and fantasy. In the rearrangement of objects, the unseen is revealed, forming novel,
poetic and metaphysical imageries and meanings.

This is also a purely spiritual experience, logical and illogical at the same time. One can say
that it is a journey of the heart through time without a starting point and an end, allowing the
body and the mind to roam about vast lands and the unfathomed sky. What | captured are
the images of transcendental existence and of the purified soul.

Riding with the wind; my heart is flying.

Chen Keng
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Artist’s Profile

Chen Keng graduated from the School of Traditional Chinese Painting and the Department
of Oil Painting of Guangzhou Academy of Fine Arts, and the Graduate School of Chinese
National Academy of Arts. He was awarded the Vermont Studio Center fellowship and
joined their residency program in the United States. Chen plays a number of important
official roles in the art circle, including the Vice Chairman of Guangzhou Municipal Artist
Association and Director of Oil Painting Arts Council of the Association, member of China
Artists Association, committee member of Guangdong Artists Association, etc. A
contracted painter of Guangzhou Academy of Painting and Research Center of
Contemporary Art, he also teaches at Guangzhou University and the School of Continuing
and Professional Studies of the Chinese University of Hong Kong.

Chen’s works are rich in humanistic sensibility. Inspired by historic references, his paintings

guide the audience into philosophical contemplation with purified compositions and subdued
lyrical color tones. Important works include the Time series of the 1990s, Dream of an
Expedition / Thirteen Factories of Guangzhou of 2010 and Measuring the Orient series of 2015.




