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47 YEARS LATER…

THE HAROLD F. JOHNSON LIBRARY AT HAMPSHIRE COLLEGE, AMHERST, MASSACHUSETTS



REDEFINING THE ACADEMIC LIBRARY

Redefining the Academic Library: Managing the Migration to Digital Information Services, 
published by the University Leadership Council in 2011 

http://library.sjsu.edu/files/documents/Redefining_academic_library.pdf
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LEARNING COMMONS
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HAMPSHIRE STRATEGIC PLAN
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LIBRARY LEARNING COMMONS STEERING 
COMMITTEE

◉ Library Director and Chair of Steering Committee

◉ Dean for Curriculum and Assessment, Associate Professor of Cognition & Education, and Co-Director of the Center
for Teaching and Learning

◉ Senior Associate Dean of Advising

◉ Creativity Center Associate Director

◉ Critical Social Inquiry and Digital Pedagogy Librarian

◉ Assistant Director of IT for Technology, Teaching/Learning

◉ Director of Information Technology

◉ Dean of Humanities, Arts and Cultural Studies, and Professor of Comparative Literature

◉ Assistant Professor of Computer Science and Game Design

◉ Dean of Natural Science and Associate Professor of Microbiology

◉ Rehamping Student Representatives

◉ Hampshire Student Union Student Representative

◉ Director of Foundation and Government Relations

◉ Associate Director and Project Manager, Facilities and Grounds
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RESEARCH, FINDINGS, VISION FOR LLC
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Gathering input

Butcher Block 
Paper 

Online survey Observations Interviews Small, focus-
group 
discussions



LIBRARY LEARNING COMMONS VISION
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RESEARCH AND ENGAGEMENT

Joan Lippincott, Associated Executive Director of the Coalition for Networked

Information (CNI) offered this advice:

“many spaces look much better after the renovation but 
lack a corresponding service program that takes full 
advantage of the space and technologies.”
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RESEARCH: DESIGNING LIBRARIES



RESEARCH: SITE VISITS
Colorado College
Occidental College
University of Massachusetts Amherst
Williams College 





KNOWLEDGE COMMONS PARTNERS
● CENTER for ACADEMIC SUPPORT & ADVISING

● CENTER for DESIGN & INNOVATION for SOCIAL 
CHANGE

● CENTER for TEACHING & LEARNING

● COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT (CE) & OUT-OF-
CLASSROOM LEARNING

● CENTER for INTERPRETIVE & COMMUNITY 
ENGAGED RESEARCH

● GAME DESIGN & development

● GIS and RESEARCH

● CREATIVITY center

● INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY

● LIBRARY ACCESS services

● LIBRARY ADVANCED MEDIA / MAKERS LAB

● LIBRARY RESEARCH services

● SUMMER programs

● TRANSFORMATIVE SPEAKING program

● QUANTITATIVE RESEARCH center

● WRITING program
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COMMONS CONCIERGE



CONSOLIDATED CIRCULATION POINT

i



ACADEMIC CONCIERGE



Media & Technology Concierge



PEER MENTOR PROGRAM
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KNOWLEDGE AND WELLNESS COMMONS
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CONCLUSION
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RESOURCES
Coalition for Netowrked Information (CNI) Designing Libraries for the 21st Century Conference

Learning Space Toolkit http://learningspacetoolkit.org/ -- an online resource that includes tools, worksheets, and other 
documentation developed by Brightspot Strategy and the North Carolina State University Library, AECOM, and the Institute of 
Museum and Library Services as part of the process of developing and planning The Hunt Library at North Carolina State 
University. 

The Association of College and Research Libraries. A division of the American Library Association. Information Literacy 
Competency Standards for Higher Education from the Association of College and Research Libraries, 2000.

Council on Library and Information Resources. The Center of Excellence Model for Information Services by Joy Kirchner, José 
Diaz, Geneva Henry, Susan Fliss, John Culshaw, Heather Gendron, and Jon E. Cawthorne, February 2015.

Kuh, George D. High-Impact Educational Practices: What They Are, Who Has Access to Them, and Why They Matter, 2008, 
American Association of Colleges and Universities (AAC&U), Washington, DC.

Lippincott, J. , (September 8, 2014) "Library Learning + Community” available at  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mD9uNlMHVLw (accessed April 15, 2016)

Redefining the Academic Library: Managing the Migration to Digital Information Services, 2011, published by the University 
Leadership Council Education Advisory Board, Washington DC.

Taylor, R. (1969), “The Extended and Experimenting College Library: Configurations and Functions of the Academic Library in 
Transition,” Unpublished Report, Hampshire College Library Records, Hampshire College Archives and Special Collections, 
Amherst , MA.  See more at https://dspace.hampshire.edu/handle/10009/831.
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QUESTIONS/DISCUSSION

More Information & Keep in Touch!
 Sites.hampshire.llc.edu
 Sites.hamphsire.theharold.edu
 https://www.hampshire.edu/library/harold-f-johnson-library 
 Twitter: @haroldfjohnson

Thank you!
 Jennifer Gunter King, Director of the Library 
 jking@hampshire.edu or @jgunterking
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