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Environmental Sustainability

The consideration of the role of humanity in 
climate change and the notion of sustainable 
development are core concerns of society, 
and consequently of libraries. (ENSULIB)
http://www.ifla.org/environmental-sustainability-and-libraries

http://www.ifla.org/environmental-sustainability-and-libraries


Green Library - Definition

“They also focus on related services, 
activities, events, literature and projects, 
demonstrating the social role and 
responsibility of libraries as leaders in 
environmental sustainability.” 
(IFLA / ENSULIB)
http://www.ifla.org/node/10160?og=479

http://www.ifla.org/node/10160?og=479


https://www.ibi.hu-berlin.de/de/studium/studprojekte/buchidee/bi12

https://www.ibi.hu-berlin.de/de/studium/studprojekte/buchidee/bi12


Green Library Checklist

https://www.ibi.hu-berlin.de/de/studium/studprojekte/buchidee/bi12/checklist

https://www.ibi.hu-berlin.de/de/studium/studprojekte/buchidee/bi12/checklist


The Green Library Checklist

1. Project planning, 
finance

2. Tendering
3. Site / location
4. Construction
5. The building
6. Interior fittings

7. Green IT
8. User services
9. Library 

management
10.Strategic goals
11.Marketing and PR
12.Certificates



It’s all about the users‘ wants and needs!

Marketing



Thinking “green” and “sustainably” acting  
– will meet library users’ way of living and 

thinking, 
– will come up to library users’ expectations.



Greening the library = the best way to
marketing the library!



… library
success ?!

Motto: “A green image is a good image”



Examples

Sustainability as a Brand



The Brand: Germany – Land of Ideas

https://www.land-der-ideen.de/initiative/willkommen-im-land-ideen

https://www.land-der-ideen.de/initiative/willkommen-im-land-ideen


The Buildung as „Brand“

https://www.land-der-ideen.de/365-orte/preistraeger/philologische-bibliothek-freien-universitaet-berlin

https://www.land-der-ideen.de/365-orte/preistraeger/philologische-bibliothek-freien-universitaet-berlin


From a „Box“ to „The Brain“

Berlin, Philologische Bibliothek der Freien Universität 



http://www.pichleringenieure.com/Projekte/Alle-Projekte/Bibliothek-fuer-die-Philologischen-Faecher.html

http://www.pichleringenieure.com/Projekte/Alle-Projekte/Bibliothek-fuer-die-Philologischen-Faecher.html


Berlin, Philologische Bibliothek der Freien Universität 



Wow!

MCDONALD, A. (2006). The Ten Commandments revisited. The qualities of good library space. 
LIBER Quarterly, 16(2), [ohne Pag.]. http://liber.library.uu.nl/index.php/lq/article/view/7840/8010

http://liber.library.uu.nl/index.php/lq/article/view/7840/8010


Libraries should lead by example  
(proactive and exemplary)





Win wider stakeholders over to sustainability 
(supporting / funding agencies, Friends of 
the Library etc.)



Co-operation with sponsor initiatives



PR with and for the ecological activities 
of the library



http://library.ucsc.edu/news/mchenry-library-goes-zero-waste

http://library.ucsc.edu/news/mchenry-library-goes-zero-waste


Not every library can be an environmental champion…



Not every library can be an 
environmental champion…

• use energy saving green IT - talk about it!
• install an intelligent light management –

talk about it!
• minimize waste - talk about it!
• reduce printing - talk about it!



Not every library can be an 
environmental champion…

• avoid plastics bags and cups – talk about
it!

• promote fair trade products in the cafeteria
– talk about it!

• choose eco-friendly library suppliers – talk
about it!

• talk about the green facts & figures in the
library‘s annual report!



Li Xiaodong on Liyuan Library. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DozShHsqj_U / 5:36 min.
http://www.nytimes.com/2015/07/07/world/asia/enticed-by-a-library-tourists-
browse-a-chinese-village.html?_r=0 / 

"If China doesn't go green
it's the end of the world"

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DozShHsqj_U
http://www.nytimes.com/2015/07/07/world/asia/enticed-by-a-library-tourists-browse-a-chinese-village.html?_r=0


Create a green image! 

Collaborate with green partners!

Communicate - it is essential for marketing!



IFLA

IFLA – International Federation of
Library Associations and Institutions

http://www.ifla.org

http://www.ifla.org/


ENSULIB

• ENSULIB – IFLA Environmental Sustainability
and Libraries Special Interest Group
http://www.ifla.org/environmental-sustainability-and-libraries

• Environmental Sustainability and Libraries SIG's 
mailing list
ensulib@infoserv.inist.fr

• ENSULIB Facebook
https://www.facebook.com/ensulib

http://www.ifla.org/environmental-sustainability-and-libraries
mailto:ensulib@infoserv.inist.fr
https://www.facebook.com/ensulib


IFLA Green Library Award 2016

http://www.ifla.org/node/10160?og=479

http://www.ifla.org/node/10160?og=479


IFLA Green Library Award 2016
30 submissions from

• Australia (2)
• Colombia (3)
• Croatia (2)
• Germany (2)
• Ghana
• India
• Korea
• Malaysia
• Mexico (2)

• Nepal
• Netherlands (2)
• Papua Neuguinea
• Philippines (2)
• Portugal
• Taiwan
• UK
• Ukraine
• USA (5)



IFLA Green Library Award 2016
1st Place Winner

El Pequeño Sol ecological library, Mexico

https://youtu.be/teJ85KeH6W0 (2.43 min)

https://youtu.be/teJ85KeH6W0


Looking forward to seeing you!

• IFLA 2017,19-25 Aug, Wroclaw, Poland
– http://2017.ifla.org/

• ENSULIB
– IFLA Green Library Award 2017?!
– Satellite Meeting Berlin 16-17 Aug, 2017
– Project: Green Library Guidelines

http://2017.ifla.org/


Conclusion
• Thinking “green” and “sustainably” acting 

– will meet your users’ way of living and thinking, 
– will come up to your users’ expectations.

• Marketing – it’s all about the users‘ wants
and needs! 

• Greening your library = the best way to
market your library!



Further readings
• Antonelli, M., & McCullough, M. (eds.). (2012). 

Greening Libraries. Los Angeles, CA: Library 
Juice Press.

• Flannery, J.A., & Smith, K.M. (2014). Eco-
Library design. Dordrecht: Springer.

• Jankowska, M.A. (ed.). (2014). Focus on 
educating for sustainability: toolkit for academic 
libraries. Sacramento, CA: Library Juice Press.
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