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Catalogue Introduction

This volume reproduces a selection of the
Chinese seals and seal impression catalogues
shown at the exhibition titled “Glimpses into
the Past: Chinese Seals and Seal Impression
Catalogues through the Dynasties” held at
the University Library, Hong Kong Univer-
sity of Science and Technology in 2020. The
exhibits are from the rich collection of the
renowned collector and cognoscente Mr. Lam
Cheung Chung.

The exhibition displays a total of more
than four hundred seals selected by Mr. Lam
Cheung Chung himself. Seals are arranged
into four categories: Jiyu yin, or “auspicious
word seals” from the Warring States period
(475 BCE-221 BCE); official seals of the
Qin (221-207 BCE) Han (206 BCE-220
CE) and Wei Jin periods (220-589 CE); pri-
vate seals from the Song (960-1279 CE) and
Yuan (1271-1368 CE); and stones engraved
by seal-engravers over the past few hundred

years.

The seal impression catalogues are an-
other highlight of the exhibition. Mr. Lam
possesses over 3,200 seal impression catalogue
titles. No other collections in the world,
private or public, can match this figure. Mr.
Lam has chosen a total of 59 printed and 37
manuscript seal impression catalogues for
display, the earliest dating from the sixteenth
century.

This exhibition catalogue is a photo-
graphic record of exhibited items. Professor
Flora Fu of the Division of Humanities and
Ms. Alice Ho of the University Library, who
curated the exhibition, have selected 21 aus-
picious word seals, 19 official seals, 11 private
seals, 12 stones engraved by master seal-en-
gravers, as well as 21 seal impression cata-
logues for featuring in this catalogue. Their
images are printed along with their legends,
textual materials and introductions provided
by Mr. Lam.
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