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The Cheung Chau Bun Festival is celebrated
gvery year over a three-day period in the
fourth lunar month. Towers, decorated with
steamed buns, of di erent heights were
o eringsto the wandering ghosts.
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Algn known as Taiping Qingjian (festival of peace and ranewal), Ta Chiu is
a large-scale communal event. The “elders™ (men aged over G0} dress in
their traditional long gowns for this festival. In Ha Tsuen of Yuen Long in
the Mew Territories, where Ta Ghiu is held once every 10 years, lingage : , i
mambers and friends of the village decorated the ritual site with garland R FAGIRGETRE » AR BT —o + SRR I006E A L
placards. The donor names on these placards vividly show the integral BRI -

natwork among the local communities, (2004)
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During the Ta Chiu Festival, participants are required to consume only
vegetarian food which does not have to be killed, Although being
veqgetarian is voluntary, vegetarianism is a strong expression of the
community identity.

The Ta Ghiu Festival in Sheung Shui of the New Territories is held once
every 60 yvears. A dragon dance was performed in the 2006 festival.
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Each oatis made up of two parts, namely
the mechanism that holds the child
suspanded in the air and the tableau
underneath. The working sta  are
meticulously installing the former.
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The main attractions of the Cheung Chau Bun Festival
are the oat processions. Neighbourhood associations
torm their own oats to participate in the ritual parade.
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up and dressed for the part. S |- FEEE R [
ANEETES - ASEAES
LS i REEFEE RS
F,_ -

Each oat in the procession
portrays some messapes of a
topical or historical  nature,
| Childrenare supported on frames
and carried shoulder  high
throughout the procession. In the
past, the tableaux of these oat
procassions were camied on
ghoulders with bamboo poles
and ropes. Most of the tableaux
ara now pushed on the trolleys
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e - The contrivance of the oat processions is managed by

running a carefully shaped iron rod up through the
children's garments to conceal a semi-circular hoop and

Held annually on Cheung Chau

Island, the Bun Festival has SHEAMNRREIAESE a small seat at the top for the upper child. Children for
three huge conical bamboo o S [ i e ] (N the oat are aged above ve, weighed below 20
towars, each covered with layer HEEE S AT - R RS kilograrns and standing no taller than 1.3 metres,
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o erings to the wandering
ghosts, ;4 ; 3

There s a great amulation
betwesan teams. For the children, it

is the chance of a lifetime to join
the oat processions, and many
parants also take it as a great
honour.
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Cheung Chau people believe that these bung have a sacred power of
healing diseases, and, before 1978, local associations on the island take the
scramble for buns as a battle—to win their status. At the end of the Bun
Festival, people from the participating groups rushed to the bun towers for
the sacred buns. In 1978, a bun tower collapsed as the scramble was
underway, and since then, the scramble has been o cially forbidden.
Instead, the buns are distributed to the people the day after the festival.
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These buns are made of our and they
ara all strung by strings before laying out
onthe bun towers.

F Bty LS e P S A IR R A - 1997
EEERTTHE 425 AR RRAEE
i —SEOLEESEETERE

L]

The oat processions occasionally portray
topice of current a airs. For example, two
months before Hong Kongs handover to
China in 1997, the oat procession in May
that year has a child dressed up as Hong
Kong Governor paying farewell to the people
of Hong Kong.
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In 2005, the bun scramble was resurmed in the form of asports
competition, in which a metal-framed tower i5 erected on the
festival site and the steamed buns are replaced by plastic
models.



