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Tin Hau, Empress of Heaven, has the largest
number of temples dedicated to her in Hong
Kong. The Tin Hau Temple in Joss House Bay is
located at the eastern estuary of Hong Kong
waters, guarding the passage to Hong Kong and
Guangzhou fram the eastern coast of southern
China. On the 23rd day of the third lunar manth,
hundreds of shing and commercial vassels
nathered at Joss House Bay to celebrate the Tin
Hau Festival.
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Members of each participating association collectively "own” a

ower-cannon, On the Tin Hau Fastival, they pay homage to the
Empress of Heaven and gather for dinner As such, the

ower-cannon’s Tin Hau image serves as a focal point to unite
members. Shap Pat Heung (a sub-district) unites the member
villages by this annugl celebration. All the member villages form
their own ower-cannon associations to celebrate the Tin Hau
Festival and to exchange their ower-cannons.
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0n their way to pay homage to the goddess’ birthday, the participating associations
! : each devisad its own lion dance and dragon dance and followed di erentroutes to the
i —{E I e R il - e Tin Hau Temple. The parade was introduced, in 1963, coordinating the activities by a
B LLhRIE = - SRR RTLLE R T e Tkl i} common route. Al the associations follow the sequences and put up di erent
EAIRFEE - SRS — R ¢ D performances on their way to the temple yard. (Photo 1, dragon dance in 1967; Photo
FRfsl(ol s « s E O R - 2, acrobatics performance in 1973; Photo 3, traditional dance performance in 1977,

Photo 4, performance of the story of Tripitaka from Pilgrimage to the West in 1978;

Traditional communities celebrate the Tin Photo 5, bustling scene at the temple yard in 1964)
Hau Festival by staging opera performances

and exchanging * ower-cannons” These
awer-cannons, two to three metras high,
are made of bamboo and coloured paper
and decorated with auspicious ornaments. A
guring or painted image of Tin Hau is
houwsed in the middle of the ower-cannon, -
Mowadays the owar-cannons arg distributed ;'_ﬁ
amang the participating associations by
drawing lots during the festival. The winner
takes the ower-cannon home, and a new
ong is built, with the original deity image,
and sent back to the ftemple for
redistribution in the fallowing year.
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The parade in Yuen Long has continued for
over 40 years without interruption. It has
always been a major communal event, and the
one of 1997 was no exception.
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The villagers of Leung Shuen Wan in Sai Kung believe that evil spirits
and ghosts bring misfortune to  shermean. At the eve of avery other
Tin Hau Festival, the travelling image of Tin Hau is carried onto a boat
to parade atsea. Paper o erings are burned to pacify the wandering
ghosts and *purify® the sea.
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After the parade, ower-cannons are redistributed
by means of a draw, Before the lofs are drawn, local
leaders carry the travel deity image Tin Hau to the
venue by sedan chair to monitor the lotterny.
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