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In the heyday of Hong Kong's sheries in the 1960s, the shipbuilding industry
boomed as a result of demands fram the shing eet. Most traditional
shipwrights also built dragon boats, such as this one on Gheung Chau Island.

The 5th day of the fth lunar month is the Dragon Boat Festival, 3 public holiday in Hong Kong. Not only do feams
of local cormmunities join the dragon boat races, but contestants from around the warld also join the extravaganza
of international dragon boat races, turning it inta both a tourism attraction and a major sporting event.
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During the annual Dragon Boat Festival, three traditional dragon boats from Tai
0 receive travelling deity images from the local temples and parade along the
water channels. The deity images are brought onto the deity boats, which are
towed by the dragon boats. In the stern of the deity boats, ritual paper products
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Locals believe that the dragon boat i5 sacred.
Before a new dragon boat is launched, a
Daoist priest will conduct an “opening the
light® ceremony, by painting each eye of the
dragon head with a dot of vermilion paint. In
some places, secular community leaders are
invited to perform the ritual instead.
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The dragon boat races are both exciting and entertaining.
Ta cheer the dragon boat rowers and the audiences, a
rower makes his mark by putting on a*Big Head Buddha®
mask and a traditional long gown.

After the dragon boat parade, the three traditional
dragon boats join the race with the ather teams, and
the winner represents Tai O in the Hong Kong
International Dragon Boat Races. Both spectators and
racers are equally anxious about the results.
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To win the race, eompetitars from Tai 0 come up with a
half-seated rowing method.



