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Ferformances of Cantonese Opera comprise .

singing and acting. In addition to  human In celebration of temple festivals, Cantonese Opera performances are mostly arranged in

performances, tradition has it performed in a huge bamboo-built temporary stage to entertain the deities and community members.

puppet shows. Dressed in traditional costumes In the old days, these ritual events provided the major forum for Cantonese opera

and accompanied by a troupe of Cantonese troupes.

singers and musicians, the puppets are controllad
by puppet masters using & system of sticks hidden
inside the puppets. Puppet shows are smaller in
scale and lower in costs. The villages of Ha Tsuen
(photo 1,1964) and Kam Tin (photo 2,1965) both
put up puppat shows during the Ta Chiu Festival,
followed by Cantonese Opera performances after
the rituals.
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The Cantonese Opera reperioire mainly
revolves around historical novel and
romance. The performers are dressed in
glahorate and amhboyant costumes and
matched by exquisite and colourful
headgear. Here, s0me performers are seen
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To stage a theatrical performance of Cantonese Opera with the
appropriate grandeur, scale and atmosphere can be costly. In
addition to the local religious overtones, these ritual performances
therefore demonstrate the economic clout of the local communities
as well. (phota 3, Yuen Long in 1964) (photo 4, Chai Wan in 1979)
(photo 5, Lamma lsland in 2007)
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The Leisure & Cultural Services
Department of the Government of the
Hong Kong Special Administrative Region
has designated the last Sunday of avery
November "Cantonese Opera Day; with
the objective of building a broader
audience for the genre and hence
promoting and preserving this cultural
heritage. Pictured here i& the opening
ceremony for the fourth Cantonese Opera
Day at the Hong Kong Cultural Centre in
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One of the Cantonese Opera performers is designated as the martial
i | arts actor. His performance involves a lot of weaponry and armour in

Hﬁ]‘ﬁﬂjﬁﬁﬁiﬁ'ﬁﬁﬁiﬁﬁ#ﬁmﬁ . . action scenes, hence a requirernent for a solid kung fu background and
a robust physique.

Cantonese Opera performers emphasize the
choice of colours and design schemes for their
facial make-up.



